Dear Katie Yeakle, 
I should really get that spot checked out…
If you are facing cancer, or you know someone who is, you owe it to yourself to see this movie.

A close friend of mine loved surfing along the California shores.  The clean air and warm sun was his escape from it all.  His cancer started as a few spots that, at first, only looked like dark freckles on his right shoulder.  
It was months and months before he ever had them checked out… and by then it was too late.
But this is NOT a story about someone dying.
“Sun Spots” is the story of Michael McGuire, a young man who is now enjoying his second chance at life – completely, 100% free of cancer because of a simple philosophy that he learned, something that he would like to share with us.... something that can help to transform our lives as well.
But this is no secret.
And yet, far too many of us take it for granted every day…
Because this is the simply message of self-empowerment, of being strong enough, patient enough and appreciating enough of life to do what it takes to improve your life.

Easier said than done, right?
Michael told me once that, “When your mortality is put in front of your face… when you’re face to face…  suddenly you feel very alive, very aware.”
Maybe then a key to taking control of you life is to first see just how important that life is.  I mean, scientifically speaking, you only get one chance in this world…
So how am I going to spend it?

For so many of us facing tough decisions or simply just ‘stuck in a rut’, what are we going to do to reach those goals in life that will really make us happy?
Whether it be-

· Losing weight

· Getting a new job 

· Or finding that special person

What are we going to do when it seems that we’ve tried everything already, and it just feels like our dreams are impossibly out of reach???
But then, here you have a story of someone who was able to BEAT cancer.  

----start side bar here---_________________________________________________

In the fight against cancer, there are few who have exemplified such a relentless spirit of research.

Dr. Rosenberg has been the recipient of numerous awards. He received the Meritorious Service Medal for the U.S. Public Health Service in 1981 and again in 1986, 'For unsurpassed excellence and leadership in basic research and clinical investigation relating to the cellular biology and immunology in cancer and its treatment', the Friedrich Sasse Prize from the University of West Berlin, Germany in 1986, the Nils Alwell Prize from Stockholm, Sweden in 1987, the Distinguished Alumnus Award from The Johns Hopkins University in 1987, the Simon M. Shubitz Prize from the University of Chicago Cancer Research Center in 1988, The Griffuel Prize for Research from the French Association for Research on Cancer in 1988 and the Milken Family Foundation Cancer Award in 1988. Dr. Rosenberg twice received the Armand Hammer Cancer Prize 'for pioneering work in cancer research', in 1985 and 1988. In 1991, he received the Karnofsky Prize, the highest honor given by the American Society of Clinical Oncology. In 1998, he was awarded the Ellis Island Medal of Honor. He received the John Wayne Award for Clinical Research from the Society of Clinical Oncology in 1996, the Heath Memorial Award from the MD Anderson Cancer Center in 2002, the Flance-Karl Award, the highest honor accorded by the American Surgical Association in 2002 for 'innumerable contributions to the service of clinical surgery' and in 2003 he received the annual prize for scientific excellence in medicine from the American-Italian Cancer Foundation. In 2005 he received the Richard V. Smalley, MD, Memorial Award, the highest honor given by the International Society for Biological Therapy of Cancer.  

And most importantly, to my friend, he saved his life in 2009, completely ridding his body of cancer by a new technique known as “cell transfer therapy”, effectively training his immune system through genetic engineering to recognize a special protein that cancer uses to hide itself from the immune system, and by recognizing that, equipping the body’s natural defenses to attack without mercy!
----end side bar here----______________________________________________
I want to ask you; if he beat death then doesn’t that kind of make anything else seem possible?  Even insignificant in comparison?
I do.  And in fact, I’m sure you do as well.  Because you already know what taking a second chance at life means better than most.  I’m sure you do because it was through your words of encouragement that I have, likewise, found a renewed sense of purpose and dedication in my life.  I have made the choice to finally find the life of my dreams.
It seems that you are in the business at AWAI to give people just that.
And so, I would like to ask, would you help me share that exact same message of self-advocacy and commitment with everyone in attendance at the film’s premiere?
Would you be willing to help them to achieve their own personal goals by sharing “your personal steps towards self-empowerment” in a sort presentation?  

Because whether we realize it or not… we all need a second chance at life.  

And I believe you can help them see that.

There are so many people out there who could benefit from your advice and personal example.  After all, for more than 12.5 million people living with cancer through-out the US, that is a message that their doctors are not giving them.
“Why not!?”, I had to ask.  It would seem like personal advocacy was a good thing…
But when I talked to doctors, asking them what the word ‘advocacy’ really means for them, the impression that I found was actually a very negative one.  In fact, they are fed up with pestering, overly demanding patients who feel they are entitled to better treatment than everyone else.  And so it seems that most people are taking the meaning of personal advocacy and empowerment in a very wrong way.

That is not the behavior that saved Michael’s life.  And I’m sure that's not what turns students into A level copywriters.
And so, I want to know, how do you deal with it when student’s worrying about the seeming impossibility of becoming a copywriter all of the time, wondering when, if ever, it is really going to happen for them.  

What do you say?  What words of experience do you give each of them to make that big difference in their lives?  

And would you be willing to share that with all of us at the film’s opening?

My friend, Michael, talking about his struggles and ultimate success, says, “There’s not one single day that we’re living that has been promised to us.  But if you want to survive, you can survive.”  
Could you help me carry that message, that priceless truth that says – you can beat whatever challenges are facing you.
You can win the heart of the one who you really love.

You can live your life the way that you want to.

You can be happier and healthier than you have ever been.
If you can only “let yourself be inspired”… if you can just believe in yourself and work every day to make that belief a reality.
Ask yourself, what would a new chance at life mean to you?  What new challenges and pursuits would you launch out on if you know that you couldn’t lose?  

Michael had everything to lose, and everything to gain.  We have to realize that - so do we all.  And the only thing that divides one thing from the other is the belief in ourselves, the belief that we can do anything if we put our minds to it.

If you can just help them to realize that, then won’t you be making all of the difference in someone’s life?  
That’s what Michael’s story has inspired in me.  
Talking about the cure that finally saved him, he says, “It’s a lot of sacrifice…Humbling.  But it’s there…”

An answer is there.
But he never would have had access to it if he hadn’t made that dedicated decision to fight.  
· Even though he was un-insured.  
· Even though he went through several failed operations.  
· Even though he failed 2 treatments and he was looking at the very real option of losing his right arm, he pushed forward.  
It was through this sense of advocacy, this commitment to his health that he finally met the Dr. Steven A Rosenburg.  All that follows is the story of Michael’s miraculous recovery at the National Institute of Health in Washington D.C. and the woman that was at his side through it all.
A cure does for cancer does exist.
Even if it is impossibly out of reach, the fact that it is there should give us all hope.  
After all, Michael’s story is an amazing example of just that.

So won’t you help me share that encouraging message with everybody else?  Won’t you share your insight and experience with all of us?  And by doing so, help inspire people to finally take charge of our lives.  
Not next year, next month or next week.

(In fact I have box office seats waiting for the two of us this Sunday:)
If you are willing…
I have planned to arrive in a stretch limo and attending the cast banquet afterwards…  

If you could just say a few words at the opening of the ceremony it would make for a perfect evening.  

So please let me know if you would be willing to do share your experience and inspiration with us and I will have your name printed in the evening’s event handout.
One more thing.  If you can also tell me the color of dress that you would like to wear on the red carpet, I will be able to order a limousine to match!  But please do tell me by this Friday so that I can make the ‘perfect’ selection.

The event begins at 7pm.  Shall I pick you up a little early so that we can have a drink on the way, say 5:30 this Sunday, February 2nd?
I’ll be waiting for your call.

All the best,

Jeremiah M.

p.s. Yes, if you were wondering, everything in this movie is completely medically true.  I have only had to change a few things in order to protect certain people’s privacy.  I can tell you a few things, in confidence… but I guess you’ll have to see the move with me in order to find that out.

